Mercedes-Benz Eﬁ%ﬂ%kﬁ(%
MERCEDES-BENZ.
HONG KONG




Review of Operations = &% v i

The start of a new year is when Hong Kong’s latest crop of top
four-year-olds get an eagerly-awaited chance to show who’s best
in the Mercedes-Benz Classic series — and for a while, Tony Cruz-
trained Beauty Flash appeared to be the main contender as, with
five wins and a second already under his belt, he stormed to an
easy, 2%-length victory under Christophe
Soumillon in the opening event, the
Mercedes-Benz Hong Kong Classic Mile
on 24 January. But the series has a
history of throwing out surprises and so
it proved again a month later, when Sean
Woods-trained King Dancer stunned
an 85,000 Chinese New Year crowd by
taking victory under Gérald Mossé in
the second leg, the Mercedes Benz Hong
Kong Derby Trial, edging out Super
Satin by a neck and relegating Beauty
Flash to third.

Yet there was still a further twist
to come in the main event, the 133rd
Mercedes-Benz Hong Kong Derby on
14 March. This time over the longer
distance of 2,000 metres it was Super
Satin who just got his head in front
at the line, seeing off Super Pistachio and Brave Kid to claim
final bragging rights and earn top domestic honours for his
delighted Owner Ranjan Tikam Mahtani. Amazingly it was
a first-ever win in this most prestigious of domestic races for
his Champion Jockey Douglas Whyte, who has almost no other
gaps in his stellar Hong Kong career, and a first too for his
Champion Trainer Caspar Fownes. The euphoria was shared
by on-course fans who also had a chance to compete in a Derby
Challenge quiz game, hoping to carry off a HK$50,000 prize.
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I I K On the night of 27 March when Dubai unveiled its stunning new
Meydan Racecourse to the international racing community for this

year’s Dubai World Cup meeting, it was another Asian showcase city
S U CC E S S E S that stole the early honours when Derek Cruz-trained Joy And Fun took
the International Group Three Al Quoz Sprint for Hong Kong. Ridden
by Brett Doyle, Joy And Fun cut down the front-running Breeders’
N O M I R AG E Cup Turf Sprint champion California Flag at the 200 metre mark and
ran on strongly to hold off Godolphin challenger Fravashi. Later the

same night One World snatched third place in the International Group
I N D U B AI One Dubai Golden Shaheen under Darren Beadman, emphasising

that Hong Kong sprinters are now competitive not just at home, but

throughout the world.
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Owner of Joy And Fun, Johnny Wong Chun-nam (2nd from left), ERABBEEXIMMNER ] Z-BXEBHZH  HERBED KB
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One World (No 1) earns a creditable third place in the 1,200m Dubai Joy And Fun (yellow silks) defeats Fravashi by three-quarters of a length to

Golden Shaheen. win the Al Quoz Sprint over 1,200m in Dubai.
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DEREK CRUZ
STAMPS
PROWESS WITH
INTERNATIONAL
DOUBLE

For many years the extremely likeable

Derek Cruz has been a relatively

modest performer in Hong Kong

racing. As a jockey he retired with

a few winners to his name. No-one

has ever had the slightest reason to

doubt his competence as a trainer, but

at the very top level, apart from the

victory of Natural Blitz in the 2005

International Group One Cathay

Pacific Hong Kong Sprint, real

triumph has somehow eluded him.
His popularity remains

undimmed however, and it therefore

was thrilling for all Hong Kong

racing fans when in the

2009/10 season Derek

Cruz’s fortunes took a = .

sudden and generally

welcomed upturn.

First he was

asked, quite

unexpectedly,

to take over

the training

of champion

miler Good Ba

Ba who had

already won two

runnings of the

International Group One Cathay Pacific
Hong Kong Mile for Andreas Schutz. He
then proved all questioners of his ability
to train at championship level wrong by
sending out the great horse, now an eight-
year-old, to record an unprecedented third
successive victory in Hong Kong racing’s
most important international 1,600m
test.

Then he took Joy And Fun, the best
sprinter in his string but still not a prolific
winner in the fierce competition of top
class Hong Kong sprinting, to Dubai;
and on Dubai World Cup night at the
newly opened Meydan Racecourse won
the International Group Three Al Quoz
Sprint from a very good Godolphin runner
and the Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint winner
California Flag. Even though Good Ba
Ba subsequently left his stable, the two

_ famous wvictories confirmed
Derek’s credentials. They
gave him the most successful

i #% season in his training career
to date, and although Joy

And Fun’s subsequent trip to
Royal Ascot ended sadly when

the horse was injured while
travelling very well just behind

the leaders, it has guaranteed Derek
a full stable for the 2010/11 season.
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Stylish double for

Sacred Kingdom

There was no doubting who remained king
of the sprinters in Hong Kong — or for that
matter the world — as newly-recrowned
Hong Kong Sprint champion Sacred
Kingdom eased home under Brett Prebble
to take the Kent & Curwen Centenary
Sprint Cup from his Ricky Yiu-trained
stablemate Ultra Fantasy on 31 January.
This was the first year the HK$4.50
million race, first leg of the 2010 Hong
Kong Speed Series, had been sponsored by
the exclusive menswear brand and hardly
could there have been a more fitting




When it was decided to send Sacred
Kingdom to Japan for the International
Group One Takamatsunomiya Kinen it
was widely assumed, not just in Hong
Kong but in Japan itself, that the race was
at his mercy. Here after all was the world’s
top rated sprinter for the last three years,
back to his very best form, being pitched
against what even Japanese fans felt was
a sub-standard group of home sprinters,
the best of whom, Laurel Guerreiro, had
already been well beaten by the Hong
Kong champion when the pair had met at
Sha Tin.

As he was about to be loaded at Hong
Kong International Airport, however,

SAVING SACRED KINGDOM

Sacred Kingdom began to show signs of
what might have been distress. The Club
Vet Dr Bronte Forbes, who was present
for the loading, examined him and imme-
diately recognised colic, a life threatening
condition in horses, and one which would
almost certainly have killed him, and in
particularly agonising circumstances, if
he had begun the flight with his condition
undiagnosed.

Sacred Kingdom immediately
underwent an emergency operation for
what turned out to be a twisted gut. The
operation was a complete success, and
trainer Ricky Yiu now reports his star
fully recovered and ready to start training

for a racing comeback as early as
September - a happy conclusion to
a potentially disastrous occurrence
that would have been impossible
without the vigilance and efficiency
of the Club veterinary staff.
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display of high class and style. Three
weeks later, Sacred Kingdom made it 15
wins from 23 starts by adding the second
leg, the Chairman’s Sprint Prize, to his
checklist, this time seeing off a challenge
from the John Moore-trained pair of Sunny
King and Happy Zero. But the champion’s
absence from the third leg, the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee Cup on 14 March, at last
give his rivals some breathing space, and
this time Happy Zero took the honours
after a tremendous battle to the line with
Fellowship.
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LIVING A
LEGACY

Death tends to be a taboo discussion
topic in Chinese society, even though
it’s something we all have to face
eventually. Most people are not willing
to think about the death of themselves
or a loved one and plan for it actively
— yet proper preparation can greatly
lessen the trauma felt by all concerned.
This certainly rings true for Roy Tong,
who spent four years struggling to
cope after his wife Mabel was stricken
with cancer.

Recounting the experience at an
ENABLE Symposium entitled “Living
a Legacy” on 2 March, now-widowed
Roy told delegates that the painstaking
steps the couple took to prepare for her
departure had been heart-rending but
had helped him and his two daughters
face up to their tragic loss.

ENABLE stands for “Empowerment
Network for the Adjustment to
Bereavement and Loss at the End-of-
Life”. Roy was among the first group
of people to receive support from
this project which received funding

of some HK$20 million from the Club’s
Charities Trust and is run by the Centre
on Behavioural Health of The University
of Hong Kong. Through public education
programmes and professional training, as
well as the provision of support to affected
families, ENABLE aims to help the public
better understand and appreciate life, while
also being well prepared for death.
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ALL IS NOT LOST

Two years after his wife’s passing,
Roy can say with confidence that the
positive mindset his family learnt to
adopt toward death had helped him
enormously in meeting the challenge
of raising two daughters.

“My daughters accepted Mabel’s
death with relative ease as we taught
them to view death positively,” Roy
told the audience, recalling that he
encouraged the girls to jot down
thoughts they wanted to be “shared”
with their mother, only in a different
way. He had also learnt to treasure
every moment he had with the girls.
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Broadenlng horlzons, literally

Executive Director, Charities, Legal & Corporate
Secretariat, Douglas C T So (right) receives a
souvenir from Lingnan University President Prof
Chan Yuk-shee to thank the Club for its support.
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A good understanding of Chinese literature can enhance students’ analytic ability,
enrich their knowledge and broaden their horizons. With this in mind, the Club’s
Charities Trust has donated HK$2.32 million to Lingnan University to establish a five-
year visiting professorship, The HKJC Distinguished Visiting Professorship of Modern
Chinese Literature. During February and March, public lectures were held to introduce
the two visiting professors for 2010, Prof Liu Zaifu, former Director of the Institute of
Chinese Literature at the Chinese Academy of Social Science; and Prof Wolfgang Kubin,
renowned German sinologist and Professor of Chinese Studies at Bonn University. The
professors also had dialogue with secondary school teachers and the public through
events organised by the Government’s Education Bureau.
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LEADERSHIP
TRAINING
REDEFINED

The new secondary school curriculum
and the promulgation of an all-round
education means that the demand for
quality camp sites for outdoor learning
activities is on the rise. With over HK$30
million donation from the Club’s Charities
Trust, a new Leadership and Disciplinary
Training Base is being developed at the Po
Leung Kuk Jockey Club Tai Tong Holiday
Camp in Yuen Long. Due for completion
in 2012, the new all-in-one Training Base
will provide a wide range of facilities and
activities such as physical and adventure
training to help some 190,000 young
campers each year explore their potential
and hone self-discipline, social and
leadership skills.
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Timely heed to
society needs

The provision of continuing rehabilitation
services is important to the community
given Hong Kong’s ageing population
trend and its growing number of young
chronic disease patients, observed Club
Steward Dr Donald KT Li when he opened
the Lee Quo Wei Day Rehabilitation &
Care Centre in Pok Fu Lam on 12 March
supported with funding from the Club’s
Charities Trust. By providing patients
with ‘east-meets-west’ medical treatment
and dynamic rehabilitation services, the
centre sets out to help them rebuild their
lifestyles and improve their well-being. It
will also help foster family harmony by
easing the pressures on those taking care
of needy relatives.
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HKU builds for new century

Exactly 100 years after the original
foundation stone of The University of
Hong Kong was laid on 16 March 1910,
Club Chairman Dr John C C Chan was
one of the officiating guests at the laying of
a new foundation stone for its Centennial
Campus. The Club, through its Charities
Trust, has been a major donor to the city’s
oldest university over the years, having
contributed to date over HK$1.20 billion
for HKU’s new projects and facilities since
1957 tosupportits growth and development
as a world-class academic institution. The
most recent donations include HK$323.55
million to support the Centennial Campus
Project, and a HK$133.20 million grant
to establish The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Building for Interdisciplinary Research,
which will bring all the University’s
region-leading genome research, human
research and teaching functions under one

with Club’s support
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roof. HKU is also an important partner
of a number of Trust-initiated projects
including CADENZA, FAMILY and Read
& Write.
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CAL FILM-
AKERS EYEING
E WORLD

As a further initiative to support the city’s creative industries,
the Club’s Charities Trust donated HK$1.43 million to support
“Hong Kong to the World”, a project aimed at grooming local
film-making talents under the guidance of Radio Television
Hong Kong and National Geographic Channel International,
making good use of their hallmark standards of documentary
production. A series of sponsored documentaries is being
commissioned from local film companies to produce compelling
documentaries about the uniqueness of Hong Kong and China.
The winning works will be broadcast through RTHK and the
NGCI network, commanding an enviable global viewership of
more than 320 million homes in 166 countries.
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SUPPORT FOR
COMMUNITY-

MINDED YOUNG|
SCHOLARS

What could be more rewarding than helping young scholars
realise their dreams and inspiring them to contribute to society
proactively? At a ceremony on 25 March, Club Steward Philip
N L Chen and Chief Executive Officer Winfried Engelbrecht-
Bresges, proudly presented HKJC Scholarships to 28 tertiary
students — 19 from Hong Kong and nine from the Mainland
— bringing to 291 the total number of scholars supported since
the scheme’s launch in 1998. In keeping with the Club’s aim
of contributing to the betterment and sustainable growth of
Hong Kong, scholarships are awarded to those students who
not only demonstrate outstanding academic ability, but also a
dedication to serving the community.
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