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EXTRA
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Chinese New Year Raceday Closing Ceremony
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Chinese New Year has long been one of
the high spots of the Club's season — but
this year, as part of the 125th Anniversary
celebrations, the entertainment reached
new heights, with an Equine Fun Fest
added to the ever popular CNY Raceday
and the Club's participation in the
International Chinese New Year Night
Parade. For the opening event, the Parade
on the first night of the Year of the Tiger,
popular local jockey Matthew Chadwick
and equestrian gold medallist Patrick
Lam waved greetings to the crowd from
the Club’s glistening golden float while
on board, Mainland artist Li Jiahang
gave his first live outdoor sand-painting
demonstration. In front, racing trainees and
young dancers from Club Charities Trust-
sponsored SkyHigh Creative Partners in
Tin Shui Wai performed the Hong Kong
Can Do Exercise.

Two days later, the Lunar New Year
Raceday offered all the festivities one
could wish for, from a star-studded opening
ceremony and spectacular closing parade
to the colourful traditions of the Fortune
Market. Racing fans were elated by a
record-high HK$50 million CNY Triple
Trio payout for a single HK$10 winning
bet, and there was more excitement when
Caspar Fownes-trained Fair Trade, ridden
by Brett Prebble, stormed home to win the
Chinese New Year Cup. As for the Equine
Fun Fest at Penfold Park on the sixth and
seventh days of the New Year, the sell-out
crowd of 10,000 really spoke for itself. The
visitors young and old were able to watch
live equestrian performances from Club-



sponsored riders, experience racehorse
riding through virtual games, view a
range of Olympic memorabilia and relive
memories of Hong Kong's finest racehorses
at the 125th Anniversary Racing Legacy
exhibition.
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MODEST CHADWICK

UNFAZED BY FASTEST-EVER

GRADUATION

Matthew  Chadwick’s
prominence as a jockey has been the
fastest and most spectacular in the
history of Hong Kong racing.

Still only 19, Matthew was born
of Chinese parents but was adopted
as a baby by a then childless English
couple, hence his English name.

rise to

He developed his natural riding
skills in Australia under the overseas
training scheme designed by the
Club for its apprentice trainees.
On his return to Hong Kong he was
an instant sensation, reaching the
70 winner graduation mark for
apprentices in a record time of only
12 months and three weeks. Naturally
he was Champion Apprentice Jockey
in the 2008/09 season. He was
also nominated as one of the three
Hong Kong representatives at the
Cathay Pacific International Jockeys’
Championship in December 2009.

It is a touching fact that his family
are his greatest fans and that all of
them attend whenever possible to
cheer him on wheneverheisriding. He
cites Tony Cruz, his allocated trainer
when he was under apprenticeship in
Hong Kong, as the major influence on
his life and career.

Some young men might have had
their heads turned by such instant
success, but not Matthew. A modest lad,
he honestly can’t see what all the fuss is
about as race-riding comes so naturally
to him he really does find it easy.
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THUMBS-UP
SIGN FOR ALL




When Mrs Wong enrolled her daughter “Angel takes pride in learning sign @ ZIfREME B EEN/NARXE
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’ home runner Good Ba Ba shared the same
rating of 122 in the Mile category and the
same overall ranking of 19th in the world.
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The Hong Kong Arts Centre in Wan Chai
has long been a popular gathering place
for the city’s contemporary arts lovers.
They can now enjoy their arts and cultural
happenings in a newly-renovated and
upgraded venue, thanks toa HK$15 million
donation from the Club’s Charities Trust,
which even covers striking new designs
for the toilets. To mark the Trust’s long-
standing support to the Centre, which goes
back to 1979, its multi-storey exhibition
areas have been named the “Jockey Club
Atrium”. They will showcase the talents of
different artists and stimulate the public’s
interest in contemporary arts and culture.

POPULAR ARTS
VENUE GETS A
FRESHEN-UP
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LIVING TREASURE

SHOWCASED AT ARTS FESTIVAL

Cantonese opera is a living treasure of the
city’s unique culture — so what could be
more fitting than featuring the genre as
one of the main pillar programmes for the
Hong Kong Arts Festival 2010, to showcase
this uniquely Hong Kong art form to the
world? Now in its 38th year and a recipient
of support from the Club’s Charities Trust
since 1974, the Festival has developed into
one of the most prominent annual arts
events in the Asia Pacific region. As well
as helping the organisers bring in world-
class performances to enrich the cultural
experiences of local audiences, the Trust’s
donations fund a free matinee performance
with briefing on one of the major visiting
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Hong Kong Arts

acts each year for local students, aimed
at fostering their understanding and
appreciation of the arts.
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Young people have the potential, passion
and power to be the catalyst for change. A
little inspiration is all it takes to channel
their creative ideas for the betterment of
Hong Kong, believes Club Chief Executive

Officer Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges,
who opened the city’s first large-scale
youth forum on the theme of Make a
Difference on 22 January. The wide array
of activities offered during the three-
day event, including an unconventional
and creative workshop series sponsored
by the Club’s Charities Trust, brought
local and international thought leaders

together with some 800 local young people,
producing exchanges of ideas that left
much food for thought.
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Half a century of giving recognised

The Club’s long track record of responding
to the diverse needs of the community was
recognised when St James’ Settlement,
celebrating its 60th anniversary as one
of Hong Kong’s major social welfare
organisations, presented a certificate of
appreciation to the Club for its support
stretching back over 50 years. To date,
the Club, through its Charities Trust,
has donated over HK$227 million to
support various SJS projects, among them
being the “Heritage Preservation and
Rejuvenation Programme in Wan Chai”

and “SkyHigh Creative Partners: A Jockey
Club Initiative for Innovative Minds”.
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Welcome twist
to heritage
conservation

Most Hong Kong people nowadays agree
that the city’s heritage needs to be kept
intact, but how this can be achieved is
subject to many interpretations. A Club
Charities Trust-funded project called
“Heritage x Art x Design Walk” provided
some breaths of fresh air to this cause
by giving new life to a number of historic
landmarks and local culture. Organised
by HULU Culture, the month-long event
provided a platform for the public to
learn more about their heritage and for
local artists to showcase their creativity
through a series of design workshops,
cultural tours and activities set against
the backdrop of the historic Central and
Sheung Wan districts.
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Bond between racing and the community celebrated

The third annual 18 Districts Cup race meeting on 21 February gave some 200 of the
Club’s community partners a chance to share some frank exchanges as well as an
afternoon of top-class sport. Club Chairman Dr John C C Chan pledged to the guests, who
included District Council members, sports associations, community organisations and
Government departments, that the Club would continue to make concrete contributions
to society, in the same way as it had helped
propel the city’s development over the past
125 years. He called on the community
partners to continue supporting the Club’s
efforts, so as to enhance the livelihoods of

all Hong Kong people.
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Permanent Secretary for Home Affairs Raymond
Young Lap-moon (front right) presents The 18
Districts Cup to representatives of Nav Bharat
Racing Syndicate, Owners of winning horse
Glory Of India.
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Four-year recognition of Service Excellence

A gold team award and a bronze individual honour made it the fourth consecutive year
the Club has been recognised in the Customer Service Excellence Awards organised by
the Hong Kong Association for Customer Service Excellence. The betting service team of
the popular Champion Circle at Sha Tin racecourse won the Club’s debut team accolade
in the 2009 awards while the successful roll-out of the Club’s Next Generation Betting
Terminals project earned Ivan Lee, a project team member from Cashbet, a bronze
individual award for internal support.
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During a visit to Hong Kong on 18
February, Nobel Laureate for Physics
Professor Charles Kao (3rd from left) —
regarded as the “father of fibre optics”
—took the opportunity to look round the
Jockey Club Centre for Positive Ageing
in Sha Tin, which offers care services for
elderly people with dementia. The visit
of Prof Kao, who now suffers himself
from Alzheimer’s Disease, did much to
help the community view dementia in
a different light.
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