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T HE GREATEST SHOW ON TURF
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Stunning repeat successes by Hong Kong’s Good Ba Ba and
Sacred Kingdom, which confirmed their standing among the
world’s elite, brought Hong Kong’s International Races week to
another memorable conclusion on 13 December. “We’ve enjoyed a
tremendous day’s racing, one of the best ever staged here on this
great occasion,” reflected Club CEO Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges
after a day that saw 31 top overseas horses from eight other racing
jurisdictions take on Hong Kong’s finest in four International
Group One races, for total purse money of HK$62 million.

Equally effusive in his summing-up was Executive Director of
Racing William A Nader who commented that “today’s meeting
was billed as the greatest show on turf and we believe it lived up
to expectations”. More than 56,000 local and visiting racing fans,
who packed Sha Tin Racecourse and put over HK$1 billion into
the day's betting pools, seemed to think so, too.

There was trackside fun aplenty to accompany the racing
as all fans entering Sha Tin Racecourse received a CXHKIR
cap specially designed by popular local singer Leo Ku, who also
headlined a spectacular opening show with the Shanghai and
Guangzhou Acrobatic Troupes. Hello Kitty made a personal
appearance as part of a special promotion to mark HK-Japan
Tourism Exchange Year. And the Hong Kong Police Band, a
parade of inflatable horses and a dazzling pyrotechnic show
brought the event to a close, sending everyone home smiling.

To add icing to the sporting cake, Hong Kong’s track success
came on the same weekend that the SAR’s football team scored
an equally stunning win in the East Asian Games gold medal
match.

Earlier that week on Wednesday, the Cathay Pacific
International Jockeys’ Championship got International Races
Week off to a flying start at Happy Valley and for the first time
in the event’s history, there was a three-way tie for the title, with
France’s Christophe Lemaire, Irish champion Johnny Murtagh
and British champion Ryan Moore sharing the HK$300,000 prize
money after scoring one win each. Much of the crowd’s attention,
though, was focused on two rising track stars — Hong Kong’s
Champion Apprentice Jockey Matthew Chadwick and Canadian
glamour girl Chantal Sutherland.

At the CXHKIR Gala Party on Friday night, Chinese culture
was strongly to the fore, with performances from the Shanghai
and Guangzhou Acrobatic Troupes, popular local singer Eliza
Chan and distinguished souna player Guo Yazhi. More than 1,000
visiting connections and media from around the world attended
the festivities, held once again at historic Murray House in
Stanley.

On the Saturday, a handsome New Zealand-bred son of Exceed
And Excel fetched top price of HK$5.70 million at the 2009 Hong
Kong International Sale, one of 19 lots to be auctioned for a total
of HK$70.40 million. The average price of the two-year olds,
purchased by the Club at top yearling auctions in Australia, New

o

Zealand, Europe and the United States, was HK$3.70 million, a
figure indicating strong long-term confidence from local Owners,
despite the still-recovering economy.
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Hong Kong International Sale Figures (HK$M)
EEERETHESRAIET (BEET)

Year No.of horses Gross Average Top price
FE45 EIZH wmeEE FHEE BeE:E
2009 19 70.4 3.7 5.7
2008 30 87.2 2.9 5.5
2007 (Part | Z5—2%) 17 75.0 4.4 72
2007 (Part Il 8 =385 13 574 4.4 6.5
2007 (Total #2Z0) 30 132.4 4.4 72
2006 28 81.2 2.9 75

2005 27 48.0 1.8 3.0
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Hong Kong Vase Hong Kong Sprint
i) B 18 4 B
Horse B : . Horse g :
Daryakana [ RFI3] acred Kingdom [z 412 ]
Jockey ExEm : ckey BxEm :

Gérald Mossé mHr=
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{VASE: French maintain their grip}

France drew first blood in the 2009 Cathay Pacific Hong Kong
International Races, and made it three Vase wins in a row, when
Gérald Mossé produced an astonishing last-to-first finishing
burst on Daryakana to see off Britain’s Spanish Moon by a short
head. The three-year-old filly — the least experienced runner in
this 2,400-metre race —is owned by Aga Khan and trained by Alain
de Royer-Dupré. Mossé only picked up the ride after compatriot
Christophe Lemaire’s suspension and now has six CXHKIR wins
to his credit.
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{SPRINT: Kingdom’s top challengers}
left routed

With one of the world’s finest-ever sprint fields assembled at Sha
Tin, Hong Kong’s seven-year home grip on the Hong Kong Sprint
looked as though it might come to an end — but local favourite
Sacred Kingdom had other ideas, storming home under Brett
Prebble to remind his challengers exactly who was still the
world’s king of turf sprinting. And to put the icing on the cake,
the Ricky Yiu-trained champion was followed home by One World,
Joy And Fun and Green Birdie, making it a comprehensive rout
for the Hong Kong team.
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Hong Kong Mile
e 12 §nis
Horse BT :
Good Ba Ba [ 78 ]
_ Q Jockey ExEm :
e Olivier Doleuze #7113
le

{MILE: Historic treble for Good Ba Bc)

Home favourite Good Ba Ba became the first horse in history to

win one of the Hong Kong International races three times in a

row when he stormed home in a thrilling finish to better young

pretender Happy Zero by half a length. It was the biggest career
win to date for trainer Derek Cruz.
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Hong'Kong Cup
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Horse & :

Vision D Etat Ffﬁ%
& Jockey Exfm
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{CUP: Injury can’t waylay Vision’s missim)

The Club’s experienced vets can take a share of the credit for
French runner Vision D’Etat’s storming finish to win the day’s
richest race, the HK$20 million Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Cup.
Just 24 hours earlier, the four-year-old’s participation was in
doubt as a skin infection suffered in transit had left him slightly
lame. But that seemed hard to believe as Vision D’Etat showed
incredible turn of foot to defeat odds-on local favourite Collection
by three-quarters of a length. It gave trainer Eric Libaud his
second CXHKIR win and jockey Olivier Peslier a record seventh.
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CLUB’S SUPPORT FOR
2010 ASIAN GAMES CONFIRMED

Sixteen months after Hong Kong’s much-acclaimed hosting of
the equestrian events of the Beijing 2008 Olympics, the Club
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to provide a similar
service for the 16th Asian Games in Guangzhou, by designing
and creating equestrian venues at Conghua for the 2010 Games
and providing professional supporting services. The MoU
signed by the Club, the Guangzhou Asian Games Organizing
Committee and the Guangzhou Municipal Government, also
provides for China’s first Specific Equine Disease-free Zone to
be established from Hong Kong to Conghua to facilitate the
movement of horses. After the Asian Games, the Club will
renovate the Conghua venues to turn them into racehorse
training facilities.
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/ \ The name of a leading local realty powerhouse

I EEE - - made a welcome return to the track on 6 December
‘\l/jj,{ Racmg excitement when Holi Ravioli, ridden by William Pike and
= éu =\ * ° trained by John Size, won the Midland Holdings
’ E “2‘""@ i 1mn Mldland Cup. Under a new joint marketing deal that
-3 e- promises more high quality racing experiences

for local fans, Midland Holdings will sponsor the
raceday for two seasons from 2009/10, with the
Midland Holdings Cup running at total prize
money of HK$1.75 million. The reunion revives
a previously successful series of title sponsorship
racedays in seasons 2003/04 and 2004/05.
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HAVEN
OF HOPE ,__
FOR THE
TERMINALLY
ILL

The Haven of Hope Christian Service, a long-established local
charitable organisation, opened a six-storey holistic care centre
in Tseung Kwan O with the help of a HK$20 million grant from
the Club’s Charities Trust. This well-equipped centre provides
holistic and end-of-life care to the frail elderly and patients with
chronic illness or late-stage cancer, meeting the growing demand

for quality hospice services. A striking feature is a beautiful
roof garden, which has been named the “Jockey Club Healing
Garden”.
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TACKLING
A KILLER
DISEASE

With bowel cancer now the second biggest
cancer killer in Hong Kong, claiming about
1,500 lives a year, the CUHK Jockey Club
Bowel Cancer Education Centre organised
a Bowel Cancer Awareness Day in
December 2009 to boost public awareness
of the disease and educate the public
about the importance of regular screening
and other preventive measures. The
event is part of the HK$16 million Club
Charities Trust-funded “Bowel Cancer
in Hong Kong: Education, Promotion
and Screening” Project launched by the
Chinese University of Hong Kong in 2007.
By the end of the five-year project, 10,000
asymptomatic people aged over 50 will
have been provided with free screening for
bowel cancer.
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Club Steward Dr Donald K T Li (centre) joins other officiating guests at the opening of
Bowel Cancer Awareness Day.
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