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History was made from 5 to 13 December
2009 when Hong Kong successfully hosted
its first-ever international multi-sports
event, the 5th East Asian Games — and once
again, The Hong Kong Jockey Club was
there to play a valuable supporting role.

During the nine-day competition, the
city welcomed over 2,300 elite athletes from
nine participating countries and regions, the
largest number ever. And besides earning
much praise for its smooth and efficient
organisation of the Games, Hong Kong
enjoyed outstanding success in the battle
zone, too, collecting a total of 110 medals —
26 gold, 31 silver and 53 bronze. To put that
achievement into perspective, it is more than
the city’s medal haul from all four previous
East Asian Games put together.
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Opening ceremony of the Jockey Club International BMX Park.
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As Principal Contributor, the Club
donated a total of HK$50 million to the
cost of staging the Games, but its support
went beyond simple funding. The Club
was anxious to ensure that the event
created a lasting legacy for Hong Kong by
raising the city’s profile on the regional
stage, arousing public interest in sport
and recreation, and providing enhanced
facilities that would be of long-term benefit
to the sporting community.

One of the major projects covered
by the Club’s sponsorship, for instance,
was the building of the Jockey Club
International BMX Park at Gin Drinker’s
Bay, Kwai Chung. This 40,000 square
metre arena, including a 350-metre track
built to top international standards, is
Hong Kong’s first purpose-built facility
for the growingly popular sport of BMX
riding, and will continue to be used as a
community BMX training venue in the
future. It was perhaps fitting that it also
turned out to be the venue for Hong Kong’s
first gold medal of the games, earned by
Steven Wong in the male BMX event.

The Club also made a significant
contribution to the smooth running of
the Games by recruiting and training a
group of some 6,000 volunteers. As Club
Chairman Dr John C C Chan commented
at a Volunteers’ Service Pledge Ceremony
two weeks before the games opened, the
team spirit generated by a large and
dedicated group of volunteers is one of the

keys to success of a large-
scale sporting event. The
efforts of the volunteers
would also be important to
the participating athletes,
he noted, and could spur
them to outstanding
performances.

Another important
element of the Club’s
support was the purchase of
120,000 Games tickets for
free distribution to local
primary and secondary
schools. These “education
tickets” enabled the city’s
young students to gain the
experience of witnessing
top international athletes in action on
home soil — and also ensured that the Hong
Kong contestants always had a noisy and
enthusiastic cheering team behind them!

the Games.
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Club employees played a valuable
supporting role in the lead-up to the
Games, too. Headmistress of the Apprentice
Jockeys’ School Amy Chan, a former top
badminton player, was named as one of
five Hong Kong 2009 East Asian Games
Ambassadors, all of them distinguished
athletes. And Champion Apprentice Jockey
Matthew Chadwick was invited to be the
sixth of 65 torchbearers who performed
the EAG Torch Relay from Kowloon Park
Piazza to Wan Chai on 29 August, the 100-
day countdown date to the Games.
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HKSAR Chief Secretary for Administration Henry Tang Ying-
yen (centre) and Club Chairman Dr John C C Chan (2nd from
left) join a drum performance at the HKJC 2009 East Asian
Games Volunteer Programme Service Pledge Ceremony to
thank the volunteers for contributing their time and energy to
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The many other heroes of the successful
5th East Asian Games are too numerous
to list in detail here, but special mention
should be made of Hong Kong’s squash
team, who collected all seven gold medals
on offer in the sport, and the football
team, who exceeded all expectations
by not only reaching, but then winning
the gold medal match against regional
football powerhouses Japan in front of a
sell-out crowd of 40,000 at the Hong Kong
Stadium — a result that has sparked a huge
rejuvenation of interest in the local game.

The slogan of the 2009 East Asian Games
was “Be the Legend” — and with the Club
providing valuable support, Hong Kong
showed that it could indeed reach legendary
new heights in the sporting arena.



EAG volunteers show off their colourful EAG
Volunteer uniforms
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Jockey Matthew Chadwick (left) receives the
flame during the EAG torch relay.
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A group of 2009 EAG medallists (white suits) attends another world-class sporting event,
the 2009 Cathay Pacific Hong Kong International Races, at the Club’s invitation to
celebrate their excellent performances in the Games.
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The Club donates a
further HK$10 million
to the Games from
proceeds of the 125th
Anniversary
Sweepstakes, bringing
its total contribution to
~ HKS$50 million.
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Games ever

First contested in Shanghai in 1993 and
since held every four years, the East Asian
Games has grown to become the region’s
premier multi-sports competition. The 2009
Games in Hong Kong were contested
by 2,300 athletes from nine countries
and regions: China, Chinese Taipei, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Macau, Mongolia
and Guam.

They competed in 262 events across 22
sports, the largest number in Games history.
Hong Kong also had its largest number of
participating athletes to date, 382.

Not surprisingly, China dominated the
roll of honour with a total of 232 medals,
including 113 golds, with Japan (190) and
Korea (143) their nearest challengers.
But Hong Kong’s fourth place with 110
medals can be considered an especially
outstanding achievement.
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