


Club celebrates
125 years of
progress with
Hong Kong people

Horse racing in Hong Kong can be traced
back to the early days of British occupation
in the mid-1840s, but in the early years of
the sport it was organised and financed
on an informal basis by subscribers to a

Racing Fund. It was not until November
1884 that a group of those subscribers
called a meeting at City Hall in Central for
the purpose of “considering the advisability
of placing racing in Hong Kong on a
more stable footing by the formation of a
Jockey Club”.

So began the remarkable story of The
Hong Kong Jockey Club, which in the 125
years since then has not only made horse
racing the city’s most popular sport and
elevated it to world-class standards, but
has also made major contributions to the
community’s growth and development
through its not-for-profit business model
and commitment to contribute to society.
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Racing Ahead For You
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CLUB AND HONG KONG
HAVE GROWN TOGETHER

Over the 125 years since the Club was
established, its growth and development
has closely mirrored that of Hong Kong
itself. Indeed it has played a significant
role in Hong Kong’s evolution from a
small trading port to a major world city,
through its well-timed contributions
to society which have addressed the
population’s needs through both good
times and bad.

In the 1950s, for example, Hong
Kong was facing many challenges due
to post-war reconstruction and a mass
influx of immigrants, and there were
severe shortages of schools and medical
facilities. The Club helped meet urgent
needs by setting up schools and funding
new clinics.

As the 1960s and ‘70s progressed
and Hong Kong became a successful
manufacturing and trading economy,
the Club’s attention turned to providing
more recreational facilities such as
public swimming pools and, most
notably, Ocean Park, as well as setting
up schemes to help poorer families meet
their children’s educational needs.

Then as Hong Kong grew into a more
mature and prosperous society through
the 1980s and ‘90s, the Club helped the
community grow and develop in new

ways by funding important public assets
like the Hong Kong Sports Institute, the
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
and the Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology.

Today, the picture has changed again
and, while still being ready to meet urgent
social needs as and when they arise, the
Club’s primary focus is now on enhancing
people’s overall quality of life. In particular,
it is taking a proactive approach by
anticipating the city’s future challenges
such as an ageing population and
environmental protection, and initiating
its own major projects to address them.

On the sporting front, the Club has
developed horse racing from an amateur to
a professional sport that now earns Hong
Konginternational fame andisasignificant
contributor to the tourism industry. Both
the original Happy Valley Racecourse
and the newer Sha Tin Racecourse boast
world-class facilities, while the China
ponies of old have been superseded by some
of the world’s leading thoroughbreds.
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Believing the 125th Anniversary to be a
milestone worth celebrating and sharing
with Hong Kong people, the Club launched
a wide-ranging series of commemorative
programmes spanning the entire 2009/10
racing season. Besides highlighting the
valuable role played by the Club in Hong
Kong’s history, the events were
aimed at looking to the future —
hence the chosen theme of “Racing
Ahead for You” — and fostering
the “can do” spirit that has helped
the city overcome its many past
periods of adversity.

The celebrations began one
week ahead of the season itself,
when more than 1,000 district
representatives, racing trainees,
members of the Club’'s CARE@
hkjc Volunteer Team and the
Hong Kong Wing Chun Union
joined forces in the Parade Ring
at Sha Tin Racecourse to perform
a mass demonstration of the “Hong Kong
Can Do Exercise” — a series of wing chun
routines specially developed for 125th
Anniversary celebrations (see panel on
page 25) to bring a sense of positive energy
to the community at large.

Launched on the same day at the
racecourse was a 125th Anniversary

Exhibition showcasing the evolution of the
Club and its parallel development with
Hong Kong over six different periods of
its history, set against the backdrop of a
transitioning city skyline. The interactive,
multimedia exhibition gave the public a
chance to learn more about the Club’s major

.

contributions to the community through
“now and then” photo and video displays.

As the season progressed, the roving
exhibition also toured several major
shopping malls around the city, along with
the ever-popular Hong Kong Brands &
Products Expo over the Christmas and New
Year period, and the International Travel

Expo in June. In total, it is estimated that
some 300,000 people visited the exhibition
at its different locations.
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Meanwhile, a second static exhibition called Moments in History
— The Hong Kong Jockey Club 125th Anniversary Exhibition was
set up at The Hong Kong Racing Museum, running throughout
the season from mid-September 2009 to July 2010. It featured
numerous historic photos and artefacts recalling the history of
the Club and Hong Kong.

And so to the opening day of the season itself, when instead of
using one lion dance, or perhaps two or three at most, to bring luck
to the racing community, the Club assembled an incredible 125 li-
ons, filling the Parade Ring at Sha Tin with clamour and colour.
Club Chairman Dr John C C Chan and HKSAR Chief Executive
Donald Tsang Yam-kuen were on hand to perform the traditional
eye-dotting and get the Anniversary season off to a flying start.

By the beginning of October, the celebrations had reached fever
pitch with the launch of the 125th Anniversary Sweepstakes (see
storyonpage24),recalling one of Hong Kong’s most popular activities
in days gone by. Offering a top
prize of HK$12.5 million worth
of pure gold, the Anniversary
Sweepstakes proved a huge
hit with the public. Queues
formed overnight when the
tickets went on sale and all 2.5
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million tickets were sold out
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three days before the big draw
took place on 15 November.

The choice of that date
was no coincidence, as it was
close to the actual anniversary
of that founding meeting
back in 1884. Designated the
HKJC 125th Anniversary
Raceday, it offered a wealth of
special programmes including
an equine-themed fashion show by designer William Tang,
entertainment from top local singers Sam Hui and Joey Yung, the
unveiling of a life-sized bronze statue of equine hero Silent Witness
and a spectacular pyrotechnics display.

Naturally, the race on which the sweepstakes was decided, the
HKJC 125th Anniversary Cup, was run as Race 8, Hong Kong’s
favourite lucky number. But 12 proved to be the crucial winning
horse number as Douglas Whyte, celebrating his 38th birthday,
steered Always Something home to victory. Later in the evening,
HKSAR Financial Secretary John Tsang Chun-wah drew the
sweepstakes winner from among the holders of lucky draw tickets
with winning horse number 12.

As the season continued, many other popular annual events
were given a special 125th Anniversary flavour. For example, the
Club has been a long-standing supporter of the International
Chinese New Year Night Parade, one of Hong Kong’s major tourist
attractions. This year, though, it reached new heights with a team
of energetic dancers, comprising racing trainees and members of
SkyHigh Creative Partners, a Club Charities Trust-sponsored
youth project in Tin Shui Wai, supporting the HKJC’s glittering
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Anniversary float. Greeting the crowds from on board the float
were popular local jockey Matthew Chadwick and equestrian
gold medallist Patrick Lam, along with talented young Beijing
artist Li Jiahang, who gave his first live outdoor demonstration
of sand painting.

The ever-popular Chinese New Year Raceday also featured
special Anniversary programmes, while on the sixth and seventh
day of the Year of the Tiger, the Club took the opportunity to help
local residents learn more about horses and equestrian sports by
organising an Equine Fun Fest at Penfold Park — another sell-out
event.

Underpinning all these Anniversary activities during the
season was a wide-reaching community engagement programme,
involving all of Hong Kong’s 18 districts as well as many of the
Club’s community partners. The Hong Kong Can Do exercise was
performed at countless different events around the city, involving
neighbourhood groups ranging from kindergarten children to
the elderly and people undergoing rehabilitation, along with the
Club’s own CARE @hkjc Volunteer Team.

Local celebrities joined the fun, too. Wayne Lai and popular
TV host Suzi Wong gave “Happy Talks” to the public at various
stops of the roving exhibitions, explaining how they had overcome
periods of adversity in their lives, while hip-hop artistes Jan
Lamb and Eric Kot starred in a demonstration video of the ten
Can Do Exercise routines.

TVB Jade channel ran a special ten-episode TV series on the
Club’s history and contributions to society, broadcast on Sunday
night peak viewing times between October and December 2009.
The series can be revisited on the DVD attached to the back of
this report. Cable TV also screened the series on its news and
entertainment channels. In addition, Commercial Radio channels
1 and 2 ran a 38-part series covering different aspects of the
Club’s operations and community donations, broadcast daily
during eight popular programmes from September to November.

The public’s interest was further stimulated by special 125th
Anniversary merchandise, a first day cover stamp issue, and a
dedicated website, Racing Ahead for You.

Indeed, just as it has done for the past 125 years, the Club
made sure that its anniversary programme touched the lives of
every Hong Kong citizen in some way or other.
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Sweepstakes

The inclusion of a special sweepstakes in
the Club’s 125th Anniversary programme
was not only aimed at adding some extra
glamour and excitement to the events;
it was also intended to rekindle the
public’s collective memory of sweepstakes
in days gone by.

Cash Sweeps, as they used to be
known, played an important role in Hong
Kong’s racing history from the 1920s
to the early 1970s. During the pre- and
post-war years especially, the huge prizes
always attracted public interest. The top
prizes of Cash Sweeps usually went up to
a million dollars, which in those days could
purchase several apartments. The Club
ran sweepstakes on famous races such as
the Hong Kong Derby and the Kwangtung
Handicap. Sweepstakes ticket vendors
with their distinctive circular selling racks
were a familiar sight.

The popularity of sweepstakes tapered
off inthe 1960s with the growing popularity
of horse race betting and lotteries. However,
they have never disappeared from the
public’s collective memory, and the Club also
ran a special commemorative sweepstakes
to celebrate the new millennium. For
the 125th Anniversary Sweepstakes,
tickets were offered in two attractively-
designed commemorative sets that made
ideal souvenirs. One set featured Club
Milestones & Contributions, highlighting
major events in the history of the Club and
some of its notable community projects.
The other featured Hong Kong’s Equine
Heroes, ten of the most famous local horses
to grace the racetracks, beating the world’s
best on home or overseas turf. Sales of the
Anniversary Sweepstakes were launched
at the old Central Star Ferry Pier branch,
where sweepstakes winners collected their
prizes in the old days. Surplus proceeds of
the ticket sales were donated to charitable
and community projects, including Hong
Kong’s staging of the East Asian Games in
December 2009.
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The 10
Hong Kong
routines r=;

The “Hong Kong Can Do Exercise” is a
series of ten wing chun routines specially
developed for the Club’s 125th Anniversary
by Honorary Life Chairman of the Hong
Kong Wing Chun Union, Ip Chun, to
highlight and promote the city’s famous
“can do” spirit.

Wing chun, meaning “forever spring”,
was originally developed as a form of
martial art but is commonly now practised
as a relaxation exercise, as it helps build a
healthy and well-balanced body.
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The ten Hong Kong Can Do exercises are:

[BBEEEIESTANT :

Happiness Can Do  #—= : 1RE415155
Prosperity Can Do £ == : BHEEEE
Family Can Do F=X : HEEEE
Education Can Do S0 : E2%181518
Dream Can Do FEL  2E1B1EE
Career Can Do HERR  EXBES
Love Can Do £t BFESBE
Friendship Can Do ZE N\ : K15EHBE
Health Can Do EFhR  BEEESE
Hong Kong Can Do £+ : &8558

A demonstration of the exercises performed
by celebrities Jan Lamb and Eric Kot can
be viewed on the Club’s “Racing Ahead for
You” website at http:/special.hkjc.com/
promo/en/2009_125/cando/can_do_index.
asp.
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125 Years,

7 Key Themes sx#i12s%

Reflecting different aspects of the Club’s
history, its role in the community and
its aim to help local residents build a
healthy and harmonious Hong Kong, the
125th Anniversary programmes were built
around seven major themes:
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¢ Preserving and creating jobs {RE% 25k

¢ (lean and healthy living #FE45E

¢ Lending a hand and volunteering 3 Bj A

® Can-do spirit and creating possibilities B2 2 ZF i

* Sports, fun and games EF 415

e Racing heroes ZE12 &

e Service excellence f5#= K5




